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E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: NATO, GW 

SUBJECT: FRG DEFENSE COMMITTEE PROPOSAL OF FRIGATES 
PURCHASE 

1 . THE FOLLOWING IS A PARTIAL REPEAT OF USDAO 1708, 

DTG 301938Z JAN 76: 

BEGIN TEXT: ON 28 JANUARY THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE OF THE 
BUNDESTAG APPROVED THE PROCUREMENT OF SIX TYPE 122 
FRIGATES, WITH AN OPTION TO ACQUIRE SIX MORE. TOTAL 
COSTS OF THE SIX FRIGATES PLUS TWELVE HELOS IS 
ESTIMATED TO BE 2.57 BILLION DM (APPROX. ONE BILLION 
DOLLARS). THE SHIP WILL FOLLOW GENERALLY THE DUTCH 
NATO FRIGATE DESIGN (3,800 TONS, 30 KNOTS, 200 MAN 
CREW). THE SHIPS WILL BE ARMED WITH THE HARPOON SSM, SEA 
SPARROW SAM, 76MM GUNS, LIGHT WEIGHT TORPEDOS, DEPTH 
CHARGES, AND TWO ASW HELICOPTERS AND EQUIPPED WITH A 
NEW SONAR PARTICULARLY SUITED FOR THE COMPARITIVELY 
SHALLOW- WATER OPERATIONS IN THE NORTH SEA. 

THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE HAS REQUESTED THE MOD TO 
PROVIDE ADDITIONAL BRIEFINGS ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
COST ESTIMATES AND THE SELECTION OF THE UK-PRODUCED 
LYNX HELO. THE COMMITTEE EXPRESSED DOUBTS ABOUT THE 
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POSAL NEXT GOES TO THE BUDGET COMMITTEE. CONSIDERATION 
AND APPROVAL ARE EXPECTED HERE IN FEB. OR MARCH 1976. 

THE NAVY STAFF EXPECTS TO COMPLETE THE DEFINITION 
PHASE IN THE SECOND HALF OF 1977. SELECTION OF A PRIME 
CONTRACTOR AND CONCLUSION OF A CONTRACT SHOULD NOT TAKE 
LONGER THAN SIX MONTHS. PERMITTING THE FIRST KEEL TO BE 
LAID IN 1978. CONSTRUCTION OF EACH SHIP IS ESTIMATED 
TO REQUIRE 3 1/2 YEARS; SHIPS ARE SCHEDULED TO BE 
DELIVERED IN NINE MONTH INTERVALS. 

COMMENT: WHILE SEVERAL ADDITIONAL BUNDESTAG 
HEARINGS AND DECISIONS REMAIN, THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
APPROVAL IS A MAIOR VICTORY. THIS IS ONE OF LARGEST 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROGRAMS IN THE HISTORY OF THE 
GERMAN NAVY. THE 2.57 BILLION DM COST FIGURE WILT. 
UNDOUBTEDLY UNDERGO MANY CHANGES AS THE PROGRAM IS 
FURTHER DEFINED. END TEXT. 
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